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Edinburg 
Gallatin 
Galt 
Jameson* 
Jamesport 
Laredo 
Lineville* 
Medicine Valley 
Mercer 
Modena 
Princeton 
Providence* 
Ravanna 
Rural Dale 
Salem 
Shelburne 
Spickard 
Tenth Street 
Trenton First 
Union 
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The training will begin at 6:00 pm on Friday and 
all day Saturday.  This will be full training in areas 
such as assessment, chainsaws, chaplaincy, 
showers, etc.  Be praying about this.  For further 
questions contact Jesse Cass. 
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7 Jesse Cass 
9 Bobbie Helton 
12 Peggy Dennis 
15 Stan Rushton 
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       "For God so loV ed the world,  
               That He gA ve  
                      His onL y  
                      BegottE n  
                             SoN  
                                 T hat whosever  
                 Believeth I n Him  
                    Should N ot perish,  
                 But have E verlasting life."  
                                                 John 3:16  
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It is February– a month known for accentuating LOVE.  Using February as an 
acrostic here is what TRUE LOVE does: 
 
�������� orgives “...you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a 
 one be swallowed up with too much sorrow.  Therefore I urge you to 
 reaffirm your love to him.”  2 Corinthians 2:7-8. 
��� � vangelizes “So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
 saved,  you and your household.’”  Acts 16:31 
��� � elieves  “Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before 
 them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.”  
 Acts 16:34 
��� � emembers  “...This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  This do, as often 
 as you  drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  I Corinthians 11:25 
��� � nderstands  “Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love 
 Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God, nor have I come of My
 self, but He sent Me.  Why do you not understand My speech?...’”  
 John 8:42-43 
��� � ssures  “that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, 
 and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding…” 
 Colossians 2:2 
��� � econciles  “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember 
 that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there be
 fore the altar, and go your way.  First be reconciled to your brother, 
 and then come and offer your gift.”  Matthew 5:23-24 
��� � okes  “Take my yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 
 in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and 
 my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:29-30 

December 
Reports 

 Monthly 
 Inc.  

 BSU 
Inc.  SS MW EW DT WMU 

Bapt. 
Men 

Team Kids 
Awana Bapt. 

Ltr/ 
Other 

Alpha     13 15 12             
Edinburg  $   449.87   $    26.47  53 68 61   8 8 24 1 1 
Gallatin  $   545.20   $    50.00  87 124 54             
Galt  $   129.00   $    25.00  27 38               
Jameson     8 12               
Jamesport     17 32 16             
Laredo                       
Lineville  $   192.63   $    38.53                    
M. Valley  $     42.15    11 16 5 5           
Mercer  $   291.00   $    25.00  35 60 17             
Modena  $   694.22    7 11 7             
Princeton  $   917.50    112 178 45 16 43   190     
Providence  $     46.15   $    50.00  10 10               
Ravanna  $   158.72    13 12   13           
Rural Dale  $   823.73   $    50.00  70 119     9   67 2   
Salem  $     94.39    26 30 8             
Shelburne  $   277.84   $    50.00  31 38 32 29 7         
Spickard  $     47.00    8 12               
Tenth St.  $   821.63   $  136.94  79 133 58 30   6 7     
Trenton FB  $1,173.21   $  195.53  99 165 28       54 1   
Union  $   307.65   $  100.00  52 81 36 50           

Total  $7,011.89   $  747.47  758 1154 379 143 67 1 4 342 4 1 
Chilli, FBC    $    40.00  

  MBC    $  716.67  
NGR December Income-Expense 

Beginning Balance $5,050.67 
 Income $17,492.76 
 Total $22,543.23 
 Expenses $11,167.98 
Ending Balance $11,375.25 
 

Line Items in General Checking 
Checkbook Balance $11,375.25 
BSU Account $356.86 
Designated $2,468.63 
General Fund $8,549.76 
 
NGR– October-December– Income to Expense 
Income  $43,539.52 
Expenses $39,686.61 
Difference $3,852.91 

Seminary Extension 
Seminary Checking $645.59 
Seminary Savings $2,018.00 
 
Benevolent Savings  $1,223.04 

 
BSU– December– Income to Expense 

Income $790.47 
Expenses $749.08 
Difference $41.39 
 
Building Donations  $145.28 
Belarus Donations  $1,365.08 
 

 

Let’s give and receive TRUE LOVE throughout this month as we serve our Lord and one another. 
 
For His Glory, 
���������	
�
 

Remember the REVIVAL FIRES RALLY at Jameson, February 3 at 3:30 pm. 

Pastor Spencer Ray will be bringing the message, and Gallatin First will be bringing 
 special music. 

���������	
����
���
���



��������������������������������	 			
 

 

 

 
 On December 13th Ed-
inburg Baptist Church held their an-
nual adult hay ride to view the Christ-
mas lights.  We toured some of the 
housing developments, the lower 
and upper Trenton Lakes and back 
through  Trenton.  There were nine in 

attendance. 

On December 21st,we did our annual Christmas 
caroling.  We sang at Eastview and Sunnyview 
Nursing Homes, Bristol Manor and three individ-
ual homes.  We returned to the Church and were 
served hot chocolate, hot cider, punch, cookies 
and popcorn.  There were 18 carolers and 3 indi-
viduals who prepared and served the snacks. 

Our Children’s Church Christmas party was held 
on December 30th having been postponed from 
an earlier date due to bad weather.  There were 
29 in attendance. 

There was one baptism on December 30th. 

The children presented their Christmas program 
on December 30th entitled “Signs of Christmas”. 

On January 19th we hosted the Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast. 

Children’s church is growing and we are redoing 
two more rooms to join the already existing chil-
dren’s church. 
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 I hope 
you all made it through the bad weather in De-
cember as well as we did.  Attendance was low 
but we were able to have services every Sun-
day.  We appreciate that some of our people 
were able to make it out!  I’m one of those who 
really hate to cancel services unless I feel it is 
absolutely imperative to do so.  We did, how-
ever, cancel a couple of Sunday night services, 
our scheduled Christmas caroling and a planned 
Christmas dinner. So we froze the turkey, al-
ready cooked, and served it at a New Year’s 
carry-in dinner on Sunday, January 13.  The 
dinner was proceeded by special services with 
Allen Reger, a Student Ambassador of Mid-
western Baptist Seminary as our speaker. Allen 
spoke concerning the educational ministry of 
the Seminary during our “Missionary Moments” 
and later delivered the message of the 
hour.  Allen grew up in Newtown, son of the 
local grocer, and while a member of a new 
church plant in the Kansas City, Kansas area is 
also an associate member of Medicine Valley 
Community Ministry. 
 
We are presently making plans for a Wild Game 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. February 24th at the Baptist 
Chapel at Newtown.  The dinner will be fol-
lowed by a showing of the movie “The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe” based on the writ-
ings of C.S. Lewis in “The Chronicles of 
Narnia”. 

Hoping the rest of the winter is milder for all 
our sakes, we await eagerly the coming of 
spring’s warm weather and additional opportu-
nities for service. 

Our gratitude is again expressed to all who have 
had a part in making this mission and it’s minis-
tries a reality. May God bless as you continue in 
His service. 
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 On December 16th the Christmas 
program was presented during the morning 
worship service. The children placed figures in 
a small manger scene as the Christmas story 
was read.  Filled Christmas stockings were 
given to the children.  That evening an music 
program was presented by “The Four Keys” 
and “The Sisters”.  A fellowship time followed. 

Children from the community shopped free for 
each member of their family at the Mustard 
Seed on Dec. 21st.  Ladies at the church then 
wrapped the gifts while the children enjoyed 
hot chocolate and cookies. 

Dec. 30th our church had the service at Lake 
Viking Care Center. 

Breakfast cooked by the men at 9 am kicked 
off Men’s Day on Jan. 20th.  Laymen served 
during the worship service as greeters, choir 
members, scripture readers and Troy Smith 
gave the message. 
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 January has been a difficult month for 
us as we've had to cancel services several 
times because of weather. We have had some 
special things though. We had a representative 
from the Gideons up on the 13th to share with 
us about their work. It was wonderful to hear of 
all the special work that they do in spreading 
the gospel. We have several things coming up 
in the next few weeks. We have a new baby in 
our church (Ashten Nicole Johnson) and will be 
having a shower for her. At the end of the 
month we are planning a Cowboy supper with 
typical cowboy fare! That should be interest-
ing!!! Our boys in Afghanistan will be coming 
home shortly and we will have a supper to 
honor them.  
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 Many activities were postponed in De-
cember due to the ice and snow, but we are back 
on track now!  January 20th proved to be a very 
busy day at Mercer Baptist Church , starting with 
a powerful message delivered by Brother Ron 
Helton on the Sanctity of Human Life.  The WMU 
held their annual Christmas Tea and we enjoyed 
games and exchanging gifts and of course, re-
freshments.  The Brotherhood also met and made 
plans for Baptist Men’s Day to be held on January 
27th.  Those braving the cold to come to our 
monthly music night got to experience a new 
sound system. Everyone enjoyed the opportunity 
to worship our Lord with music. 
February 3rd we will have a fellowship meal at 
noon .  This will be a monthly event that will be 
held the first Sunday of each month, following the 
morning service. 
February 16th at 6:00 p.m. will be the Annual 
Sweetheart Supper.  The men get together, plan 
the menu, prepare and serve the meal, and clean 
up!  The result is a delicious meal and a wonder-
ful evening of fellowship with our church family, 
friends and visitors. 
March 29th at 7:00 p.m. Mercer Baptist will be 
hosting “Oasis”, a Christian musical group from 
Sioux City , Iowa .  Brother Ron and Bobbie 
heard the group last fall and were instrumental in 
bringing them to Mercer.  We welcome everyone 
to come and hear this talented group. 
Revival will be held April 21st through April 25th at 
7:00 p.m.  There will be a different speaker each 
evening.  We are praying for a great revival in our 
community and our country. 
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 On Wednesday night we are 
studying the book “When God’s People Pray” by 
Jim Cymbala.  The Awana’s are going again after 
the winter break with a good attendance.  The 
Senior Adults met on the 25th and they made 
homemade valentines.  We have two new minis-
tries– Ladies Craft Night– started January 8–  
meeting every Tuesday at 6 pm; the other minis-
try is a cancer support/loss of loved one group- “A 
Step Forward”- meeting on the 3rd Tuesday each 
month at 7:00 pm. 
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Friday March 28– Saturday March 29 
Cameron 

For all Pastor’s and wives &  Staff and wives 

Speaker– Dr. John Marshall and 
Mike & Maryetta Dennis 
Worship– John Frances 

 
Cost- $75.00 couple 

 
Registration deadline– March 10th 

 
Workshops for Music and Youth 

There is a nationwide movement that on Palm 
Sunday– 3/16 to share John 3:16. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
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Monday, Jan. 7, Coach Hillerman called and asked if the BSU could help him 
with a pre-semester 3-day training camp. He asked, if he bought the grocer-

ies, would the BSU be willing to cook meals for the boy’s baseball team during the Wed.-Fri. 3-day 
practice. We discussed details of the opportunity. So, for Wed.-Fri before NCMC semester began, 
the BSU had the opportunity to minister to the boy’s baseball team by providing breakfast, supper, 
devotion, and conversations about Jesus with the 22 baseball students. On Thursday, of that week, 
we also had the opportunity to provide lunch to the Residential Assistants who were on campus for 
pre-semester training. We thank you Lord, for the opportunity to sow seeds. 
 
During the first week of school, Coon Creek Baptist ladies helped host the Wed. Lunch, serving 50 
meals of baked potatoes to students and faculty. This was a nice beginning for the new semester 
considering the weather we dealt with. Following is a schedule of those churches who have already 
scheduled their Wed. Host Day for this semester. As of this report, we still have 4 open opportuni-
ties. If your church would like to help please let Diann Barnes know and she will be glad to sched-
ule your group. Over the past 3 years this has really been a great way to sow gospel seeds into the 
lives of our NCMC students. Thank you all, you church families, for your awesome support of this 
ministry. 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday Lunch Host Churches 

Jan. 23 Shelburne 

Jan. 30 Trenton First 

Feb. 6 Rural Dale 

Feb. 13 Gallatin 

Feb. 20 Tenth Street 

Feb. 27 Galt-Alpha 

Mar. 5 Open opportunity 

Mar. 19 Ravanna-Lineville-Medicine Valley 

Mar. 26 Princeton First Baptist 

Apr. 2 Highview Baptist, Chillicothe 

Apr. 9 Mercer Baptist 

Apr. 16; Apr. 23; Apr. 30 Open opportunities 

May 7 Finals—BSU with assistance from churches 
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 There is a weekly Bible study for women 
being held in the basement of the BSU every 
Monday at 2:30 pm. It is open to any woman 
who enjoys studying God’s word and fellow-
shipping with other women. So far we have 
studied 5 women of the Bible and how to be 
prayer warriors according to God’s Word. 
Last week we studied the life of Abraham 
and Jacob. Monday, Jan. 21, we watched the 
prologue, Act One, and Act Two of the book 
“Epic-the Story God is telling” by John El-
dredge. The showing of Act Three, Act Four 
and Epilogue will be viewed, Monday, Feb. 4. 
The women’s study for Jan. 28 is canceled 
because of the Evangelism Conference in St. 
Louis. Because of the weather if you plan to 
attend, call the mission center to verify that 
the study is being held on any specific Mon-
day. Inclement weather could possibly cause 
the Bible study to be canceled. 

-�
�$	3
���	)���
	
+���$	����	

���	�('8�	���	
�$�"�
��9�	����	
%���	8�'%�"�	�	

If you can help with this position needed for 
both weeks, please contact the Mission Cen-
ter.  Volunteers are also needed for camp 
nurses. 
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An overview of the major world religions and their beliefs, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confu-
cianism, Judaism and Islam.  One unit focuses on key sectarian groups in the United States, including the 
Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Unification Church, the Occult, and the New Age movement. Recom-
mended by ACE for three semester hours (upper division baccalaureate in Religion or Humanities). 

Teacher– Rev. Dan Wilford 
Textbooks: “Understanding World Religions” & “Understanding Sectarian Groups in America”  Braswell 

Cost:  Registration $113.00, Books $45.00, Total Cost $158.00 

Class begins Thursday, February 7, 2008 at 7:00 pm-   Mission Center 

* You must have a written commitment before books will be ordered– there will be a charge of returning 
books and part of registration cost for dropping the class. 

Our NGRBA Sunday School 
director, Brad Walker and team 
are making plans to conduct a 
pre-school workshop which will 
focus on introducing innovative 
ways and materials for teach-
ing preschoolers God’s Word. 
Do you believe that 2 year olds 

and 3 year olds are smart enough to memorize 
scripture? Do you believe that God thinks the first 
3 years of a child’s life are critical for teaching 
him/her God’s Word instead of just baby-sitting? 
If so, plan to join Brad and his team, Saturday 
morning, March 15th for a fun learning time. More 
details to follow in next Encourager. This event is 
open to anyone who has a heart for preschoolers. 
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“...For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.”  Matthew 12:34b 
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Our January Prayer Luncheon was a great time of devotions, prayer for our missionar-
ies, food and fellowship.  We signed a birthday card for Lesa Hughs, a missionary to 
Russia, who’s home on furlough until February  6th.  I shared some areas of prayer that 
are on my heart; our pastors, our churches, our association, including Bro. EJ’s  5 
prayer priorities, our military personnel, and our nation. 
 
WMU Director’s, WMU Focus week is a great time to work with your pastor to find times 

to share about WMU in your church the benefits of WMU and the benefits of mission education. 
 
Ladies, since February  14th is Valentines, when our thoughts turn to love, our February 19th pro-
gram at 10:30 am will include a presentation by Belinda Hogan on “Pure Water, Pure Love”.  We 
will also fill gift bags for inmates. 
 
Let us remember in prayer two from our association who are on mission trips. The first part of this 
month– Shelly Simms from Gallatin will be on a medical mission trip to Haiti till February 9th.  
Madonna (Eckert) Meuhr and her young son Marcus will be in Thailand till Feb. 10th handing out 
Bibles and gospel tracts.  Madonna and her husband live in Thailand.  Dan Wilford will be doing a 
Mission trip at Mardi Gras. 
 
Now is the time to start planning for the emphasis of the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering including 
the Week of Prayer during the month of March. 
 
We also need to start making plans for the Missouri WMU Annual Meeting in Raytown on April 18-
19. 
 
With Valentines’ day this month and upcoming missions emphasis, let’s have a �  for missions.   
 
�	�����
���
Assistant WMU Director 
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(Whether or nor your Church has a GA Group) 

April 4-5– Grand Oaks Baptist Assembly 
April 11-12– Grand Oaks Baptist Assembly 

Register by February 29th- $30.00 
Register by March 14h- $35.00 

Register on-line at mobaptist.org/wmu 
Registration deadline is March 14th 
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Kitchen Needs at Mission Center 
10 thick potholders 4 sharp paring knives 6-air cushion cookie sheets 2 hand can openers 

2-12” cast iron skillets 4—12x18x2” pans 6—9x10 cake pans 6—heavy duty spatulas 

10—hot pads or trivets 4—stainless steel 
whisks 

8—clear plastic/lids storage 
containers(1-2 qrt) 

1—plastic colander 

1 heavy duty hand 
mixer (with/without 
stand) 

Gravy or thickener 
shaker—2 cup white 
plastic with lid 

2 sets of measuring cups 2 sets of measuring 
spoons 

A 4-sided hand grater 2 bowls/lids (8 qrt size 
or larger) 

    

KITCHEN NEEDS 
Because of the increase of numbers of students the BSU and association are ministering to, we have begun to 
have a need to add to necessary kitchen equipment. One individual suggested a kitchen shower for the mission 
center, but maybe an even easier solution would be to post a list of equipment needs in this newsletter and ask 
people to be on the lookout for items when attending garage sales, auctions, or when you do that spring clean-
ing and re-organization some women do on a yearly basis. The following is a list of items that will also be 
posted on our web-site at www.northgrandriverbaptist.com. As individuals contribute we will make a con-
certed effort to keep list updated. Thanks to all of you who can help us meet this need.  The best solution 
would be for all of these items to be restaurant kitchen durable and in good shape. Please no burnt pans, Tef-
lon coated items, or missing handles. Thanks again for helping us. 
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On the 2nd Tuesday  of 
every month thru May, BSU 
students are hosting a 
Jammy-Party for preschool-

ers up to age 6. On this evening, preschoolers with 
parent are invited to the BSU, for a Veggie Tale 
movie, a Bible Story, and snacks for 1 hour from 
6pm-7pm. The first Jammy-Party was held Jan. 8, 
with 13 children and 9 adults in attendance. Par-
ents, please consider inviting families who have 
preschoolers that need to learn about Jesus to this 
once a month event. 
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Valentine Cards– Boxed and Children’s  
“Love Languages of God” Gary Chapman 
“Signs of Life” David Jeremiah 
“Power of  a Praying Teen” Stormie Omartian 
“Amazing Grace” (Hymn Stories) Osbeck 
KJV Large Print Ultra Slim $25.50 
“Utmost for His Highest” Leather Journal 
“Breaking Free”   Devotional Beth Moore 
Many Christian Fiction Books including 
“Cassidy” Lori Wick 
 
NEW! 
“Kids Hymnal”  in book or CD $9.00 each 
“100 Bible Songs for Kids” 
“Hermie”  DVD’s  Max Lucado 
Gaither DVD’s including 
“Ernie Haase & Signature Sound...Together” 
 
Bible Highlighters, pencils, fingernail files and 

clippers, Mustard Seed necklaces, 
And much more! 



BSU Ministry Continued 
 
The mission trip to El Salvador that was previously planned for spring break has been postponed 
until later this year. We found scheduling the trip during spring break would eliminate the opportu-
nity for many of our students to participate. So please continue to pray with us, that God will 
show the BSU students the mission or evangelistic endeavor He wants us to participate in over 
Spring Break. 
 
Three new ministries are being tried for the first time this semester. One is a ministry to pre-
school children by the college students. It is scheduled for the 2nd Tuesday  of every month thru 
May. On this evening children, up to age 6, are invited with a parent to a Jammy-Party at the 
BSU, where they are treated to a Veggie Tale movie, a Bible Story, and snacks for 1 hour from 
6pm-7pm. The first Jammy-Party was held Jan. 8, with 13 children and 9 adults in attendance. 
Parents, please consider inviting families who have pre-schoolers that need to learn about Jesus 
to this once a month event. 
 
The second ministry is a 25 minute, 6-part book study on the book “EPIC-the story God is telling”, 
by John Eldredge. There will be multiple opportunities to view this DVD-book study during the 
next several weeks. The first time was hosted by BSU students on Saturday, Jan. 19, 12:30pm in 
Lobby of Shelby Dorm. The book and study guide were provided by the college department of 
MO Baptist Convention. Thank you Missouri Baptist for caring about college students. 
 
The third ministry is a weekly Bible study for women. This study is open to any woman who en-
joys studying God’s word and fellowshipping with other women. It is being held in the basement 
of the BSU every Monday starting at 2:30 pm. So far we have studied 5 women of the Bible and 
how to be prayer warriors according to God’s Word. Currently we are studying Genesis chapter 
by chapter. Monday, Jan. 21, we will be in Genesis 17. If you have time, join us this Monday for 
study and fellowship. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you church families and individuals for sup-
porting financially, physically, and prayerfully the ministries of the BSU over this past fall semes-
ter. Many of you church families have chosen to give a monthly support which is the bed-rock for 
our budgeted needs, while other church families and individuals gave 1-time gifts of food and/or 
money at a time when it was desperately needed. The increase in the number of students we 
minister to and the increase in costs has obviously increased the financial needs of the BSU min-
istries. Many of you NGRBA churches have been sensitive to these needs and have either in-
creased its giving to the BSU ministry or have begun giving a monthly support to the ministry. For 
these gifts of money, prayers and support the BSU students are very appreciative. Thank you, 
church families and individuals for helping us to share Jesus in multiple ways. Matthew 28:19-20. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

*Meet at 
Mission 
Center 

    1 2 
Chili & 

Soup Supper 
Jamesport 
6:00 pm 

3 
Revival 

Fires Rally 
Jameson 
2:30 pm 

4 
Executive 
Board* 
7:00 pm 

5 6 
BSU 

Luncheon 
Rural Dale 
11-12:30 

7 
Seminary 

Extension* 
Begins 

7:00 pm 

8 9 

10 11 12 13 
BSU 

Luncheon 
Gallatin 

14 
Seminary 

Extension* 

15 16  Men’s 
Prayer 

Breakfast 
Jameson 

 

17 18 
President’s 

Day 
Mission 
Center 
Closed 

19 
Ladies Prayer 
& Program 
Luncheon* 
10:30 am 

20 
BSU 

Luncheon 
Tenth Street 

11-12:30 

21 
Seminary 

Extension* 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 
BSU 

Luncheon 
Galt/Alpha/ 

Laredo 
11-12:30 

28 
Seminary 

Extension* 

29 
BSU 
State  

Leadership 
Conference 

 
 
 

 

DOM  Spring Conference– Feb. 19-21 

W M U   Fo c u s    W e e k – Fe b r u a r y  1 0 - 1 7  


