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North Grand River Baptist Association 
1108 N Main  Director of Missions 
Trenton, MO   64683 Rev. E.J. Barnes 
Fax: 660.359.0200 Ministry Assistant 
E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net  Debbie Dickinson 
BSU Telephone– 660.359.0200                                                                       BSU Director  
DOM’s Office– 660.359.3365                Telephone – 660.359.3897                 Diann Barnes 
Web Page– northgrandriverbaptist.com  

North Grand River Baptist Association’s Purpose-  “To mutually and prayerfully support, 
encourage and challenge one another as churches to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, 
to edify and equip His disciples to serve him and one another, and to evangelize those who 
have yet to come to know Him personally.”       Matthew 28:19-20 

7     Rebecca Nance 
14 Cathie Whitley 
18 Gene Schreffler 
26    Iva Gail Ratliff 

Happy New Year 
 

I do not know, I cannot see 
What God’s hand prepares for me, 
Nor can my glance pierce through the haze 
Which covers all my future way; 
But yet I know that o’er it all 
Rules He who notes the sparrow’s fall. 
 
I know the Hand that hath me fed 
And through the year my feet hath led; 
I know the everlasting arm 
That hath upheld and kept from harm. 
I trust Him as my God and guide 
And know that He will still provide. 
 
So at the opening of the year, 
I banish care and doubt and fear, 
And clasping His kind hand, essay 
To walk with God from day to day, 
Trusting in Him who hath me fed, 
Walking with Him who hath me led. 
 
Farewell, Old Year, with goodness crowned. 
A hand divine hath set thy bound. 
Welcome the New Year, which shall bring 
Fresh blessings from my God and King, 
The Old we leave without a tear, 
The New we hail without a fear. 
   Author Unknown 

December 5, 2007December 5, 2007December 5, 2007December 5, 2007    Bui lding Debt BalanceBui lding Debt BalanceBui lding Debt BalanceBui lding Debt Balance    $5,599.75$5,599.75$5,599.75$5,599.75    

To all my Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Thank you for the Christmas gift you gave from 
the Association.  Everyone is so special to me 
and I appreciate each of you and your friend-
ship.  I am so blessed to be able to 
serve my Lord in this ministry of 
working with brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
Debbie Dickinson 

Missouri State Evangelism Conference 
“Restoring Passion  -   Reducing Lostness” 

January 28-29, 2008 

First Baptist Church, Arnold, Missouri 
 

Featuring Guest Speakers: 
Reggie McNeal, Sammy Gilbreath, Gary Hollings, Fred Luter, 

Bob Caldwell, and Jimmy Kinnaird 
 

Leading in Testimony and Music 
Iris Blue & Charles Billingsley 

 
Break Out Sessions: 

Ron Ratliff, Reggie McNeal, Samuel Gonzalez, Pieter Van 
Waarde & Rod Casey, Sondi Scroggins, Lyle Witcher, Matt 

Kearns, Iris Blue, Jaye Martin. 
 

For more information mobaptist.org 
1-800-736-6227  ext. 656 

Need Something for a 
Cold winter day?   

 
A good book to read, 

Devotion Books, 
CD’s and DVD’s, 

Music, puzzles and 
much more 
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“Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends 
you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you 
may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.”  Colossians 4:12 
 
I am challenging us to follow the example of Epaphras in  2008: 
(1) Let’s realize we are a part of a number of associated believers who are 
identified as a part of one another. 

 (2) Let’s see ourselves as willing slaves of our Lord and master Jesus Christ– 
identified as His possessions. 
 (3) Let’s work hard consistently by praying seriously for one another– identified 
as faithful and compassionate intercessors. 
 (4) Let’s operate in obedience and confidence in the will of God—identified as 
holy and honorable. 
 
I urge you to continue to pray without ceasing for: (1) REAL REVIVAL in God’s churches, 
(2) SPIRITUAL AWAKENING  in our area, (3) MORE LABOREERS especially young 
people and bi-vocational pastors, (4) FOR GOD TO MAKE HIMSELF KNOW  however 
He wills and (5) that He would do whatever He wills IN AND THROUGH EACH OF US 
INDIVIDUALLY. 
 
 I would add these requests also that He would supernaturally meet the FINANCIAL 
NEEDS of our (1) Associational Churches, (2) the North Grand River Baptist Association, 
(3) the BSU and (4) the NGR Bookstore. 
 
2007 was a fruitful year for our Association– as well as for the BSU.  Diann and I were 
blessed with 2 more grandchildren.  What a year!  Again-it passed so quickly. 
 
I believe 2008 can be even better if we humble ourselves before our Lord in prayer and obe-
dience. 
 
Thanks for allowing our Lord to work in and through you to bless us so much!  Thank you 
for the generous Christmas gifts and cards! 
 
For His Glory 
E.J Barnes 
 
P.S.– Remember: January 6– 2:30 pm– REVIVAL FIRES RALLY at Galt 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 3 4 5 

6 
Revival 

Fires Rally 
Galt– 2:30 
Speaker- 

Stan Rushton 

7 8 
NGR 

Finance 
Committee 

4:30 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 
Ladies 
Prayer 

Luncheon* 
10:30 

16 
BSU  

Luncheon 
11-12:30 

 

17 18 19 
Men’s 
Prayer  

Breakfast 
Edinburg 
8:00 am 

20 
Sanctity of 

Human 
Life 

Sunday 

21 
Executive 
Board* 
7:00 pm 

22 23 
BSU  

Luncheon 
11-12:30 
Shelburne 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 
BSU  

Luncheon 
11-12:30 

Trenton FBC 

31   

January 2008 

MBC Evangelism Conference 
Arnold Missouri 

 



January 19, 2008 
Edinburg Baptist 

8:00 am 
 

All men are welcome to 
Come and join in a time 

Of fellowship and 
Prayer. 

First Baptist Church, Gallatin-  
On December 6th Diann and E. J. Bar-
nes joined Michelle and Spencer Ray to 
present a concert of traditional Christ-
mas music to the Keenagers Banquet. 
Kids Khoir presents "Don't Be Afraid 
Brigade" on December 16th. Celebra-
tion Choir presents "No Fear" on De-

cember 23rd. On December 30, our Young Adult Sun-
day School department will complete the 13-week 
seminar "Developing Your Daily Bible Reading" 
w h i c h  w a s  wr i t t e n  b y  t h e  p a s t o r .  
The  Koinonia Adult Sunday School class is currently 
studying Mormonism in view of the surge of growth in 
the Mormon community here. Dr. Robin Hadaway, 
missions professor at Midwestern Seminary, will fill 
the pulpit, December 30 in Morning Worship. Recent 
Hannibal LaGrange graduate and contemporary Chris-
tian music artist Leo Laredo (www.leolaredo.com) will 
minister in concert here December 30 in Evening Wor-
ship. We will host Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace 
University on Tuesday nights starting the first Tuesday 
in February.  

Medicine Valley- The basketball court is being 
used by the youth in the Harris Community.  (God is 
good)  We still need to do some fill dirt and level 
things out at this time.  Our Sunday attendance has 
been down mostly because of the weather but in spite 
of the weather we did have services and people did 
come.  We have had two exploratory Home Bible 
Study meetings at Humphreys and at this time have 
determined to do more foot work and make plans to 
reschedule in the Spring.   

Monday, January 21 
7:00 pm 

Mission Center 
Please have reports submitted by 

January 15th 

A Choice For Life 
 

A little child she could not afford 
This beating heart could not be ignored 
A heart that was beating inside so 
 Near to her own 
She made a choice to place this life in the 
Arms of a husband and wife 
Who had been praying that God would provide 
A Child for their home. 
 
A choice for love, a choice to give 
She chose to set aside her rights so a child  
 Could live 
She understood there was a price 
And she embraced the sacrifice 
When she made a choice for love,  
 A choice for life. 
 
They made the choice to risk her life  
So her babies might be born alive 
The odds that all seven would live were  
 Never that great 
God would reward their faith and resolve 
They trusted Him each problem to solve 
They knew that the author of all life 
Would not make a mistake. 
 
A choice for love, a choice to give 
They chose to set aside their rights 
 So a child could live 
They understood there was a price 
And they embraced the sacrifice 
When they made a choice for love, 
 A choice for life. 
 
He made a choice in Gethsemene 
To give His life for you and me 
When He prayed Father thy will, 
 And not my own 
His life fulfilled its highest worth 
His sacrifice bought our new birth 
And the right to stand before God at His throne 
 
Continue next column 

Mercer- December has been a typical December 
with all its busyness and rushing around, and this 
year has been no different.  Several people, including 
some of the Acteens, got together after Bible study 
and decorated the church for Christmas.  Everyone 
had a great time putting up the tree and decora-
tions.  Ron and Bobbie Helton hosted an Apprecia-
tion Open House at the church on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8th.  There was a good turnout and everyone 
enjoyed the wonderful food and delicious homemade 
candies. The Acteens of the Mercer Baptist Church 
enjoyed a visit from a foreign exchange student from 
Thailand this month.  "Nat" as we called him, at-
tended a Christian school in Thailand, but practiced 
Buddhism.  God has spoken to him through the 
years, yet he was still filled with doubt in believing 
the promises of the "Holy Bible" as he referred to 
it.  All his doubts were removed when he signed up 
for the foreign exchange program and ended up in 
Iowa with none other than a Christian Pastor's fam-
ily.  He came here as a Buddhist and is going home a 
Christian.  He told us what convinced him that the 
Holy Bible was true, was the love of God that he 
received and felt when he went to church.  We had 
lots of questions for him and a good time was had by 
all.  When asked what something was in America 
that he has experienced among the people that was 
different from his country, he hesitantly replied, 
"Americans tend to be more selfish".  He apologized 
for saying this, but we all knew in our hearts what he 
said was so true.  Think about your prayer life.  Is it 
a list of requests???  Is it all please do this, or do 
that?  When was the last time you spent time in 
prayer thanking God for all the blessings that are all 
around you?  We thanked him for his honesty as it 
was a good lesson for all of us to hear and I think it 
made each of us examine our lives and think about 
what he said.  I also found it interesting that he al-
ways referred to the bible as the "Holy Bible".  I 
never thought about it much until I heard him refer to 
it in this way so many times while talking to 
him.  We tend to remove the word holy when we 
refer to it.  Why is that?  It seems to be a very impor-
tant part of the bible. Just wanted to leave you with 
something to ponder this month...    

Welcome New Pastor!!! 
North Grand River Baptist Association welcomes 
Jim and Cathie Whiltley to Alpha Baptist Church 
as their pastor.  Jim and Cathie live in Trenton. 

Continued from previous column 
 
A choice for love, a choice to give 
He chose to set aside His rights 
 So we might live 
He understood what it would cost 
And gave His life upon the cross 
When He made a choice for love 
 A choice for life. 
 
Words by Steve Amerson 



Seminary Extension 
Seminary Checking $532.59 
Seminary Savings $2,015.97 
 
Benevolent Savings  $1,221,81 

 
BSU– November– Income-Expense 

Income $963.92 
Expenses $1,292.43 
Difference ($328.51) 
 
Building Donations  $374.27 
Belarus Donations  $5,154.48 
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North Central MO College Finals were the week of 12/10/07. Because of the ice 
storm, NCMC canceled finals for Wed. 12/12 effectively canceling our last Wednesday lunch for the 
students. However for this fall semester, our host churches served 14 weeks of Wednesday lunches. 
We were able to share Jesus with 1,018 people averaging 73+ per week. Through 10 weeks of 
Wednesday night Bible Study we have ministered to 52 students, averaging 5 per week. We had 14 
weeks of Sunday Night Alive and shared supper, devotions, fellowship, and serious conversations 
about Jesus with 334 people averaging 24 per week. 
 
In the Bible study “Experiencing God”, William Blackaby challenges those who really want to ex-
perience God to look around, see where God is working and join in. God has really brought together 
some key people here at NCMC this year in very specific places to allow the BSU ministries to ex-
plode with a passion. HE has also created some awesome opportunities to share His Word and His 
Son with multiple people from numerous walks of life. God has chosen to pour out His Spirit in this 
place. If you want to experience God with us, come and jump in with both feet. In the last 2 weeks 
of school, I have had 2 men, 1 a former student—the other a retiring professor, come to volunteer 
their time to become involved in the ministries here at the BSU for the coming Spring term. Spring 
classes will begin 1/14/08 with our first Wednesday lunch to be held 1/16/08. But even before 
classes start, the BSU will have the opportunity to minister to the basketball teams who will be on 
campus starting 1/2/08. 
 
For the Spring, we have been given help by the state MO Baptist to purchase books and student 
study guides to do a book study in each dorm on the book called “Epic” The Love story God is tell-
ing. Begin praying for this study for the boy’s dorm and girl’s dorm, that God will make students 
curious to find out about the greatest “Love Story” ever told. 
 
I am also working with Dan Wilford and praying about how to raise enough finances to take about 5 
students on a mission trip to El Salvador over spring break, March 8-15 this spring. Join us in prayer 
for these needs. It will cost each student about $1,300 to go. And as you know college students have 
money trees growing in their dorm rooms. Right? College students don’t have the resources, but my 
Father does. Help us intercede with the Father, that this ministry will happen in Jesus’ time. As Mat-
thew 17:21 says, some things happen only “except by prayer and fasting.” 
 
I have again this year put in a request for  4 summer  missionaries for North Grand River Baptist 
Association for this summer. Begin praying now for these students, who say Yes to God, giving 
their summers as a covenant for Him. Unless God calls students and they are obedient to His call, 
there won’t be any missionaries to work with us. Pray now for these needs. Matthew 9:37. 
 
Diann Barnes 
BSU Director 

November 
Reports 

 Monthly 
 Inc.  

 BSU 
Inc.  SS MW EW DT WMU 

Bapt. 
Men Team Kids 

Awana Bapt. Ltr/ 
Other 

Alpha  $   187.17    15 3               
Edinburg  $   548.12   $    32.24                    
Gallatin  $   495.79   $    50.00                    
Galt  $   175.00   $    25.00  29 43             2 
Jameson     10 15               
Jamesport  $     50.00    31 44 14             
Laredo  $   201.19   $    50.00                    
Lineville  $   187.99   $    37.20  22 27 24             
M. Valley  $     51.55    13 12 9 9           
Mercer  $   347.00   $    25.00  44 76 35   10 5       
Modena  $     90.36    13 12 9             
Princeton  $   824.86    141 205 91 19 72 32 184 2 1 
Providence  $     52.00   $    50.00  11 12               
Ravanna  $   184.09    17 22 11 14           
Rural Dale  $   579.05   $    50.00                    
Salem  $     99.74    27 31 12             
Shelburne  $   438.75   $    50.00  32 38 32 29 10         
Spickard  $     44.00    8 12               
Tenth St.  $   962.77   $  160.46                    
Trenton FB  $1,360.14   $  226.69  130 153 41       61     
Union  $1,054.31   $  100.00  66 105 37 58 8 8       

Total  $7,933.88   $  856.59  609 810 315 129 100 4 5 90 2 3 
Chilli, FBC    $      8.00  

  MBC    $    83.33  
NGR November Income-Expense 

Beginning Balance $5,251.11 
 Income $13,321.17 
 Total $18,572.28 
 Expenses $13,521.81 
Ending Balance $5,050.47 
 

Line Items in General Checking 
Checkbook Balance $5,050.47 
BSU Account $315.47 
Designated $2,257.69 
General Fund $2,477.31 
 

NGR– October-November– Income to Expenses 
Income  $26,046.76 
Expenses $28,518.83 
Difference ($2,472.07) 



New Year—New Blessings and Challenges 
WOW! Another years has passed, a new year has begun!  Pray with me that the Lord will lead 
us to the new WMU Director He has chosen for us. 
 
It is exciting that some new age level organizations have begun and some are planning to start.  
If I or any of our WMU Council can be of any help please call me at 359-4479.  I have Mission 
Friends, Children in Action, GA and Acteen materials available.  Also for new groups our state 
WMU has a fund to help you get started. 

 
A big thank you to the Tenth Street WOM ladies who hosted our December Christmas celebration.  We 
celebrated with stories of Christmas miracles, singing Christmas hymns, and sharing special Christmas hap-
penings.  Thora Broyles shared a short Children’s skit and song she had written explaining the religious sig-
nificance of many decorations and ornaments that we use at Christmas, after hearing Bro. Denny Chesnut 
speak about these at the BSU luncheon.  Hilka Rose from Princeton led our devotions and prayer time and 
of course our lunch was delicious.  Some of us then went to the Mission Center and filled 16 gift bags for 
inmates.  Each bag included a Christmas card from our North Grand River Baptist ladies.  These were deliv-
ered to the jail along with a plate of goodies for the Sheriff’s department.  Plates of cookies were also deliv-
ered later in the week to the police , ambulance and fire departments.  Items were also brought to the prayer 
luncheon and later delivered to the food pantry.   
 
We still have several WMU Yearbooks available at the Mission Center.  If you haven’t picked up one, 
please see Debbie.  They are only $7.00 and have timely and helpful information for planning your missions 
year. 
 
On January 15th, the New Years’ Celebration will be at 11:30 am at the Mission Center.  What a great time 
of year for a soup and chili luncheon.  I’ll bring a crock pot of chili if you would like to bring soup, relishes, 
cheese and crackers or dessert.  Supplies needed for our inmates are stamps, pencils, small note paper, small 
word search books and hot chocolate mix. 
 
WMU Directors and WOM leaders now is the time to plan for WMU Focus Week on February 10-17.  Be 
sure to include any age level groups you have in any special emphasis programs.  Our children’s groups are 
a very important part of WMU.  The yearbook has ideas to help you plan and resources for your emphasis 
programs.  If I can help let me know. 
 
WMU Directors and Youth leaders be aware of the GA Retreats to be held in April at Grand Oaks if you or 
your church hasn’t already received the memo, you will be receiving one.  All girls grades 1-6 are invited 
weather or not your church a GA organization. 
 
We have so many missionaries from our Association!  I have made some collages on some of them that can 
be used in your WOM groups for special prayer times or in your church as a Missions focal point.  If you 
would like one for your group or your church let me know.  I try to rotate them each month to a new loca-
tion.  These Missouri connection posters have pictures and specific prayer requests from our missionaries. 
 
May God Bless you in this New Year and may it be a joyous one. 
Bev Martin 

Ravanna- We had a good month.  A nice 
Thanksgiving dinner which we went to Pearls I 
and Pearl's  II afterward.  In December the weather 
sure came in like a whirlwind but the snow and ice 
is beautiful! God created this too. We are having a 
Christmas program on the 23rd of December.  Due 
to the weather things got changed around a lit-
tle.  On Wednesday the 19th God's Team along 
with some adults had pizza at the church and then 
went to Oakwood Terrace in Princeton to share the 
Christmas Program with the residents there.  Then 
we served them cookies and punch. We wish eve-
ryone a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year!  

Shelburne:  October had two special 
events.  Two were baptized and we had a 100th 
Birthday Celebration for Mark Eckert.  It was 
great to see a 100-year-old put his birthday offer-
ing in.  Mark was a deacon and Sunday School 
Director for 30+ years.  He was always at the door 
with a smile on his face to welcome folks as they 
came in.  
Marcia Bland and the youth planned a Prayer Path 
for people to individually stop at the stations and 
reflect and pray as we came together for a hayride. 
A good crowd enjoyed the all-church hayride with 
a hotdog roast following. 
In November Dean Harp hosted a Black-powder 
shoot at his home.  A turkey was given to each of 
the 3 winners of those participating in the 
shoot.  Dean prepared 
ham & beans in an iron pot over an open fire. 
Shelburne and Edinburg were invited to Dockery 
Chapel for a Community Thanksgiving Fellow-
ship. 
The church went caroling December 12.  The 
Christmas Music Program was during the morning 
service on the 23rd and the Puppet Christmas Pro-
gram was that evening. 
After the morning worship service on December 
30 the Pastor, Deacons, and their wives hosted an 
All-Church dinner. 

Trenton First Baptist-  The Sonshine Preschool 
Program was very well attended.  The preschool and 
daycare center is growing. 
For our Lottie Moon emphasis on December 2nd, we 
had Dr. David Man Singh, chaplain at CrossRoads 
Correctional Center as our speaker and an interna-
tional flag ceremony.   Wednesday, December 12th 
we had a season of prayer for our IMB missionaries. 
Our men hosted the Associational men’s monthly 
breakfast and prayer meeting on December 15th. 
Our Christmas Eve service will be at 6:00 pm.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
North Grand River Baptist 

Associational 
VBS Training Clinic 

April 7, 2008 
First Baptist Church, Trenton 

2008 GA Retreats 

ALL Girls Grades 1-6 
(Whether or nor your Church has a GA Group) 

April 4-5– Grand Oaks Baptist Assembly 
April 11-12– Grand Oaks Baptist Assembly 

Register by February 29th- $30.00 
Register by March 14h- $35.00 

Register on-line at mobaptist.org/wmu 
Registration deadline is March 14th 


