Medicine Valley
Harris — 9-12 am
Humphreys 1-4 pm
July 7-11

Tenth Street
July 6-11- Evening

Jameson
July 7-11 Evening

Gallatin
July 13-18- 6:00-8:30 pm

Laredo
July 14-18- 6:00-9:00 pm

Princeton
July 13-17- 6:00-8:30 pm

Shelburne
July 13-18- Evening

Salem
July 13-18- Evening

Modena
Backyard Bible Club
July 19th— 2:00 pm

Spickard
July 21-25- 6:00-8:30

Galt
July 20-25- 6:15-9:00 pm

Trenton First
July 20-25- Evening
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2 Ron & lva Gail Ratliff
7 Stan & Jan Rushton
19 Ron Ward

29 Jacob & Floe Name
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E-Mail: ngrmission@sbcglobal.net
BSU Telephone— 660.359.0200
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Written by Billy Graham

Our Father and Our God,

i or
A

We praise you for Your goodness to

af our nation, giving us blessings far

NGRBA ftﬁﬁ beyond what we deserve.

Churches Yet we know all is not right with America.
Alpha We deeply need a moral and spiritual renewal
Edinburg to help us meet the many problems we face.
Gallatin u
Galt N . . .
Jameson* | Convict us of sin. Help us to turn to You in
Jamesport T repentance and faith. Set our feet on the
t;rgaﬁe E path of Your righteousness and peace.
Medicine Valley D oo whose o _
Mercer o Sy *_ % We pray today for our nation’s leaders.
Milan Hispanic @, -44 w Give th the wisd to k hat
Modena N < /; » ive them the wisdom to know wha
Princeton “ ¥ //: 5 IS right, and the courage to do it.
Providence* M 0@&’* N x é\
R [ ®, * > - . .
Rﬁ\r’;n[r,‘;e s g\ S You have said, “Blessed is the nation whose
Salem s Pealm 33:12 God is the LORD.” May this be a new era
22&'5;‘:33 ! for America, as we humble ourselves
Tenth Street N and acknowledge You alone as

Trenton First
Union

our Savior and Lord.

1 John 5:14-15

This we pray in Your holy name, Amen.
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Let me share with you some things to pray about this month:

El Salvador Mission Trip— October 30-November 8. Please let us know here at the
Mission Center if our Lord is prompting you to go. Everyone who is open to God’s
call to go should secure a passport now. Check with your county court house
about the process.

THOUGHTS
FROM THE

HEWRT

Children’s Camp at Grand Oaks— June 30-July 4. Pray for children to truly be “born again” and for
“born again” children to grow in their love and knowledge of our Lord and His Word and will and for
the staff and workers!

Vacation Bible Schools— Multiple VBS’s will be held this month. Pray again that they will produce
new souls into God’'s family and that they will help those in God’s family to grow in God’s love and
wisdom. Pray for all leaders and workers— including Diann and the SUMMER MISSIONARIES who
will be serving in the Children’'s Camp and the VBS’s (Jenny Hart, Sara Drury and Stephanie
McNeal).

Executive Board Meeting— July 21. Pray that we will be unified in God’s direction for us and
bonded deeper in God’s love for one another as churches and individuals.

Our Nation on it's Anniversary- Pray for our political leaders and potential leaders that they would
be led by God’'s wisdom and that real Revivals and Spiritual Awakening take place in various
places in our country.

Thank you again for your prayers and support. It is a joy serving our Lord with you!

For His Glory,

Remember the Revival Fires Rally on July 6th at Mercer Baptist Church beginning at 2:30 pm.

Bapt.

Nix>&* baked items or helped for their
S Homecoming event in June.
There was $464.70 from the

Bake Sale, and 150 guests. The letter is at the !
office if you would like to read it.

Ré\f)?))r/ts e ey SS | MW | EW | DT |WMU | Men |"eana-| Bapt. | ome
Alpha $ 245.17 16 | 20
Edinburg $ 509.91 $ 29.99 50 100 43 8 10 19 1 2
Gallatin $ 597.32] $ 50.00 | 106 146 34 6
Galt $ 123.000 $ 25.00 24 35
Jameson 9 11
Jamesport $ 100.00 34 49 24 1
Laredo $ 173.09] $ 50.00 | 34 49 16 5
Lineville $ 234.66] $ 46.93
M. Valley $ 30.34 $ 25.00 10 13 6
Mercer $ 295.000 $ 25.00 34 69 21 7 4 1
Modena $ 118.32 14 9 13
Princeton $ 85041 $ 50.00 | 139 216 89 21 198
Providence| $ 53.85| $ 50.00 7 8
Ravanna $ 227.94
RuralDale | $ 712.22| $ 50.00
Salem $ 74.73 25 30 10
Shelburne $ 294.80, $ 50.00 33 40 31 29 9 16
Spickard $ 30.00 10 17
Tenth St. $ 887.26] $ 147.88
Trenton FB| $1,402.93| $ 233.82 | 120 203 40
Union $ 360.10 $ 100.00 70 87 33 65 6
Total $7,321.05| $ 933.62 | 735 1102 |360 [115 35 20 233 2 3
Chilli, FBC $ 40.00
MBC $ 400.00 Beginning Balance $21.621.43
Seminary Checking $665.19 Income $17,630.15
Seminary Savings $2,020.01 Total $39,251.58
Expenses $19,670.68
Benevolent Savings $1,124.25 Ending Balance $19,580.90
BSU- May- Income to Expense Line Items in General Checking
Income- (Includes EI. Sal.) $5,587.16 Beginning Balance $19,580.90
Expenses- (Includes El. Sal) $7,028.94 BSU Account $1,376.72
Designated $4,682.30
Belarus Donations $1,590.57 General Fund $12,828.53

NGR- October-May- Income to Expense

Income $129,409.20
Expenses $117,350.84
Difference $12,058.36




@ We will be having an all
2{35‘;2‘ Church Picnic on July 5th at Moberly
Park. We have painted the kitchen
and bathrooms and redone some of
\ the classrooms. We are meeting
« L the 1st Wednesday of each month
D= for an In-Home Bible Study. It is

exciting as we have had some new
people coming. We are planning a Revival this
fall.

On Sunday, June 1st, we had one
baptism.

Our Vacation Bible School began on Sunday,
June 1st. The opening ceremonies were per-
formed by the Children’s Church. They had a
musical program including the congregation in
some of their songs. There was an average at-
tendance of 75 with 43 children and 32 adults.
The closing ceremonies were Saturday at 11:00
am with the awards program followed by a Luau.
The Hawaiian style meal was followed by games
and a water slide. There were 105 in attendance
for the event.

We honored our senior adults in our morn-
ing worship services June 1st. Each were pre-
sented with a gift and certificate of appreciation.
A carry-in dinner followed.

We are excited as we have an In-
terim Pastor. Andy Lynn from Overland Park has
agreed to be our Interim Pastor. He is married
and has 2 girls.

We had a family movie night with
popcorn and drinks provided on June 6th and
June 20th for the community. Our church hosted
2 World Changers teams on Sunday June 22 with
a dinner after worship then served them lunch
June 23-27. Our Mustard Seed Thrift Store is still
ministering to the community and have even had
some guests from around the World.

June 1st was Pastor Apprecia-
tion Day, celebrating Bro. Spencer's sixth anni-
versary as the pastor. ‘Messengers of Faith’
were in concert that evening for the evening
service. The quartet has two new singers and
the concert was well-attended. Dessert was
served later. The Deacons have organized a
new program to begin in June. It is a small
group ministry in which eight members meet for
six weeks in a row for the purposes of praying
and getting better acquainted. Forty-six mem-
bers signed up. Six groups will be meeting.
June was designated as "Laney Mission Month"
to collect money to help Doug and Shirley
Laney, a pair of Baptist missionaries with New
Tribes Mission with their work in Papua New
Guinea. Doug's parents have been members of
the church for eight years, and this is the third
time the church has adopted a project for the
Laney's mission. Contributions have been very
strong. Vacation Bible School will be July 13-
18. It will begin on Sunday night, and Friday
night will be family night, followed by a festival
featuring booths for pie toss, dunking, ring toss,
baseball toss, fishing for prizes, etc. Pastor Ray
graduated from Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, May 17 in Kansas City with the Doc-
tor of Ministry. It took four and a half
years. Michelle and the kids were relieved!

P The week of June
8-14 Allen Reger and | visited every home in
Humphreys and Reger and found someone
home most places, meeting lots of “new folk”
and deepening acquaintances with others. This
in preparation for the Saturday night event at
the grade school. An event not nearly as well
attended as the first movie and soup supper,
but still, we believe, an important building block
in getting acquainted in the community and
building toward what we earnestly pray will be a
successful Evangelistic Crusade at the Commu-
nity Center in Humphreys on August 22, 23, 24.

We also made some visits both in Newtown and
Harris communities (and a couple in Osgood as
well). These inregard to the beginning of our

Medicine Valley Continued-

summer sports program at the Ministry Center in
Harris. We began on Friday, June 13, a weekly
schedule of children’s supervised basketball
practice from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. followed by
young people (7" grade up) from 10:30 to 12:00
noon.

Offices hours at the Ministry Center are from
9:00 until Noon, Tuesday-Friday with most after-
noons spent visiting and inviting people to ser-
vices. Other things like keeping the yards
mowed somehow get sandwiched in between.

On Saturday night, July 19, we are meeting with
pastors and members of several of our area
Baptist Churches who have a prayer burden for
lost people throughout our area and who share
our concern for God to meet the needs of people
living in the Humphreys community. This meet-
ing, at Rural Dale at 7:00 p.m. will be our second
such gathering. Anyone in the association who
has a burden of compassion for the lost in this
area will be welcome to come and join us in
prayer for this and surrounding communities and
for God’'s Spirit to evidence His presence and
power in the forthcoming Crusade. May God
continue to bless us all as we continue to serve
Him. We pray that each church throughout the
association will see a rich harvest of souls in
coming months.

We remain thankful to the Lord for the continued
financial and prayer support of our Medicine Val-
ley Mission by the leadership and peoples of
North Grand River Baptist Association and its
member congregations. God bless you all.

There was a great turnout on May 31% when
Connie and Johnnie Owens hosted a wiener
roast at their home. After dinner everyone
helped Joe and Donna Moss celebrate their 45"
wedding anniversary with cake and homemade
ice cream. It was a beautiful evening and there
was plenty of food, fun, and fellowship.

! The Mercer Community VBS was
held June 2™ — June 6™. The attendance was
good and the program on the evening of the 6"
was enjoyed by all. Special thanks to all that
helped with the activities throughout the week.

We honored our dad’s on Father’s Day and spe-
cial acknowledgements went to the dad with the
most kids present, the youngest and oldest
dads, and the dad that come the farthest. There
was one father that received a very special
blessing as his daughter was baptized.

The baby bottles that were handed out on
Mother's Day were filled with change and re-
turned on Father's Day. Several participated
and the bottles of change were donated to the
Sonrise Home.

The WMU ladies were blessed when they at-
tended the Susie Luchsinger concert in Center-
ville on June 19™ Susie is a wonderful Christian
entertainer and God is using her musical talents
to touch the hearts of many.

There were 20 that turned out on June 21% to
watch the movie . We began the evening with
sandwiches and chips and lots of conversa-
tion. We had heard this was a good movie, but
we didn’t realize how much we would be moved
by it. We laughed and cried (at least some of us
needed a tissue) and cheered! We enjoyed
popcorn and sodas and the company of good
friends. It was so much fun! We lingered for
awhile after the movie and laughed and chatted
some more. A loving church family is such a
wonderful gift from God!

A Birthday Celebration will be held July 27" at
2:00 for Lucy Hall as she celebrates 100
years! Lucy is a very special lady and we wish
her a Happy Birthday and many more!

Mercer Baptist will be hosting the Revival Fires
Rally on July 6™ at 2:30 p.m. We encourage
everyone to join us and we pray the Revival
Fires will continue to spread through our Asso-
ciation and throughout our Nation.



Mercer Continued-

The WMU are collecting canned goods and
non-perishable items for the local Food Pan-
try. Many food pantries have indicated they
are having an increase in need, but a decrease
in donations. We pray that their needs will be
taken care of.

We thank our Heavenly Father for the many
blessings that have been received by the Mer-
cer Baptist Church.

$ We are making final plans for our July
Vacation Bible school. On June-14th a break-
fast was prepared by the women of the church
in honor of Father's Day. Gifts were passed out
Sunday morning, to all fathers in honor of their
special day. July 13th-17th we will have our
Vacation Bible School from 6:00pm-8:30pm
every evening, with our Commencement to be
held Friday the 18th at 7 pm. We are combin-
ing our VBS to include our neighbor church
Hatton Chapel, calling it “The Forks of the
River Bible School’. We look forward to an-
other fun year with them, as we work together
to reach the children of both churches and our
community...

$ 1% The Lord has been good to us.
We had the privilege of leading a young
woman to the Lord. And God has been send-
ing a few others from the community to wor-
ship with us. Thank God, we are finally growing
some. Please continue to pray for our church,
there are a lot of people who need to be saved
around there. Thank everyone so much for
their prayers and help. We are looking forward
to having the World Changers come to worship
with us on Sunday the 22nd. Between our
three churches in the area, we hope to feed
them noon meals as they work to fix up a cou-
ple of houses in our town. We will be having a
fellowship dinner for them and anyone else
who wants to join us the same day. We are
using faith to believe God for more people to
be saved in the coming months.

# % We are concluding our first
guarter of Awanas this month and are pretty
excited about it. | can't help but wonder what
kind of impact this program will have on our
communities with so many churches doing
Awanas and so many children learning the
Word of God surely millions of seeds are be-
ing sown! Iva Gail and | have served in
three camps- Youth Camp at Grand Oaks,
Rodeo Bible Camp at Unionville, Family Bible
Camp at Raymondville- in 3 weeks and came
home wore out but filled with joy!. Children's
camp is coming up at the end of this month
then we are having VBS in July. Celebrate
Recovery, Angel Food and Awanas takes a
lot of workers and | am very pleased that so
many people are finding an avenue of ser-
vice. Celebrate Recovery is not just a Tenth
Street mission but we have 5 churches repre-
sented in this wonderful program that offers
hope to anyone with Hurts, Habits, and
Hang-ups. If you know of anyone, or
you need help with some addiction please
give this a try, and if you have been delivered
by the Blood of the Lamb from some horrible
addictions we probably have a place for you
to serve and help others. May the LORD
God, our Wonderful Savior Jesus, Bless and
Empower His Churches, In His Love, Ron
and Iva Gail.

# June 1st we had a Summer
Kick-Off with a hot dog roast on the church’s
back lawn. We had a large crowd and a
great time of worship and fellowship. By the
time you receive this newsletter World
Changers will have come and gone. Hope
you were belessed by their many Ministries.
June 29th was Senior Adult Day. We are
planning on a great VBS this year. July 19th
at 5:30 we will have a pre-registration block
party. Our VBS will be July 20-24, 6:00-8:30
pm.
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Sun Thu Eri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Roadside Roadside
Ministry Ministry
Children’s Camp— Grand Oaks

Revival
Fires
Rally

Mercer

2:30 pm

9

10

1

1

1

2

13

14

Executive
Board
Articles
Due

15

Ladies
Prayer
Luncheon*
10:30 am

16

Newsletter
Avrticles
Due-

17

1

8

1

9

Men’s
Prayer
Breakfast
Modena-
8:00 am

20

21

NGR
Executive
Board*
7:00 pm

22

23

24

2

5

2

6

27

28

29

30

31

North Central

| Missouri Fair-

- July 29-Aug.




Prior to the June Prayer luncheon, we split into three groups, praying for the businesses
east along Ninth Street and most of the businesses areas out east. After we returned to
the Mission Center, Hilka Rose led us in a time of devotions and prayer. Several posters
were displayed of missionaries with connections to our association.

At our July 15th Program and Prayer Luncheon, we will fill gift bags for inmates. Items
needed: stamps, pencils, envelopes, writing pads or stationary, blank note cards with en-
velopes, instant coffee packets, tea bags, hot chocolate mix, small word search books, Missouri Con-
servation Magazines, Popular Science Magazines, gallon plastic zip lock bags. Elsie Mae Browning,
Belinda Hogan and Dorothy Howard will share with us about the Missouri WMU Annual meeting at
Raytown in April. Belinda will share about the National WMU Meeting that she attended in June.
Hope you can join us.

Ladies, as your WOM groups elect officers for the coming year, pray that the Lord will direct us to the
one he has chosen to be your next WMU Director.

In August, | hope we can have some come and share experiences from their mission trips.

As we celebrate July 4th, let's thank God for our country, our freedom, and for those who have sacri-
ficed so much for our independence.

New shipment of boxed cards.
Video Enhanced Worship Tracks— 5 available

Garden Banner Flags
American Flag

Gaither DVD’s and CD'’s
Children’s CD’s

Puzzles !

Jewelry "#$ %0%8& HY( )
*

“Heaven is Real” Don Piper

“Mark’s Story” Tim LaHaye

“Walking with the Women of the Bible”
Elizabeth George
“Remarkable Women of the Bible”
Elizabeth George
“Allison’s Journey” Wanda Brunstetter
“Moments Together for Couples”
Devotional Handouts

#$ %&"

May 2008 - SPARROW MINISTRY
P.O. Box 457 Trenton, Mo. 646683 Phone 660-359-3467
E-mail earlnance@sbcglobal.net

Dear Friends and Supporters,

What an awesome experience it is to witness the del icate movement of the Holy Spirit as He
draws people into deciding to make decisions and co mmitments for Jesus with their lives. |
cannot seem to get enough of it. Each decision made , reminds me of when | came to Jesus in
need of salvation, and leadership, and Jesus met an  d is meeting that need.

| do not recall ever seeing the numbers of people m  aking decisions for Christ in my ministry
as | have seen this year. When the weather warms up , and homeless people camp out, the
decisions begin to be much fewer, but this year, so far, they are on the increase, seeing 84
people in May, stand up, confessing with that actio n that they had either accepted Jesus as
their Savior at that time, or rededicated their lif e to Jesus. In speaking personally with many
of these individuals, they seem to understand the d ecisions that they are making.

The totals are as follows; Salina KS 3, St. Louis M O 6, Wichita KS 24, Kansas City MO 3, Kan-
sas City MO 17, Des Moines IA 8, Omaha NE 23.

Included with this report is a copy of my schedule for June so that you can plan to pray as
we go, or so you can plan to join me on one or more of these trips. Most places that would
not be a problem, but when you plan to go, please | et me know in advance so there will be

time to make arrangements. It truly does a heart go  od to be an active part of ministry, and
experience the victory in lives of people as they d ecide for Jesus. The Bible tells us;  "there is
joy in the presence on the angels of God over one s  inner that repenteth” (Luke 15:10), so if
there is joy in Heaven, why would there not be joy among the saints of God who are still here
on earth?

My sincere thanks go to all those who remember the Sparrow Ministry in prayer as we travel
and preach the Gospel, and for those many lost soul s that we have the opportunity to share

the love of Jesus with. A special thanks belongs to my wife Rebecca, Dean and Marion John-
son, Tom and Darla Cline, Jesse and Carol Cass, Jef fand Angela Zimmermann, the Sparrow
Ministry Advisory Board, the private and cooperate sponsors of this ministry, who without

would make it very difficult to continue forward. T ogether, with the blessings of God, we can
see this ministry expand so that we can wittness gr eater harvests of souls as we wait for the
return of Jesus Christ.

Love in Christ,



