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We are very blessed to have 4 Summer Mis-
sionaries this summer. We welcome you girls
and pray that your summer is one that we are as
much of a blessing to you as you will be to us.

Jenny Hart is from Princeton and served last
year as one of our missionaries. She attends
college at NCMC.

Chistabel Appiah is from Kansas City and has
been attending college at NCMC. She recently
returned from the BSU trip to El Salvador.

Sarah Drury is from Bosworth and has been
attending college at NCMC.

Stephanie McNeal is from Jamesport and is a
member of Coon Creek Baptist Church. She
recently returned from the BSU trip to El Salva-
dor.

Allan Reger, interim summer pastor at Provi-
dence, will be working with Lewis Rogers in can-
vassing that area.

There will be a commissioning service as part of
the Revival Fires service at Medicine Valley on-
June 1.

June Birthdays and Anniversaries
June 1 Carol Cass
June 1 Ron and Christine Ward
June 1 Jean and Nellie Osborn
June 11 Denny and Carolyn Chesnut
June 14 Ron and Bobbie Helton
June 21 Jan Rushton
June 24 Jeremy Skinner
June 27 Dr. Spencer Ray
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Hosted by NGR Brotherhood and WMU

North Grand River Children’'s Camp—
June 30-July 4- Submit forms by June 16

Theme- /]

“Call to me and | will answer you and show you graad unsearchable
things you do not know.” Jeremiah 33:3
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“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faith-
ful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the tempta-
tion will also make the way of escape, that you are able to bear it.” | Corinthians 10:13.

THOUGHTS

FROM THE Everyone is tempted in one way or another to say things we should not say or to not

HE”RT say things we should say, to do things we should not do or to not do things we should
do and to maintain attitudes we should not maintain or to not maintain attitudes we

should maintain. According to God’'s Word we do not have to be overcome or defeated by temptation.

Every temptation has been experienced by human beings. Hebrews 4:15 says that Jesus can sympa-

thize with us because He was tempted in every way we have been tempted, and He still did not sin.

Praise God— He always gives us a way of escape, and He will help us go in the right direction if we will
but humble ourselves and turn to Him in prayer and obedience. With His help temptation cannot crush
us or sweep us into sin. Yes, it can be extremely strong, but it is not as strong as Him. Let's be wise
and let Jesus lead us, guide us, protect us and use us for his glory this summer.

Oh God, “lead us not in to temptation but deliver us from evil.”

Check out the various opportunities for service and fellowship this month. Let Him lead you where He
wants you to go.

For His Glory,

You are invited to the
Deacon Ordination Service for

Director of Missions.

Terry Busker
Member of Ravanna Church on
June 8, 2008 at 2:30 pm
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All ordained men are invited to be on the
Ordination Council.
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Congratulations to Rev. Earl Nance for receiving
his Master’'s degree from Pillsbury College. Bro.

Earl is the pastor at Ravanna Baptist Church, and
his wife is Rebecca.
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June 1, 2008
Medicine Valley— Newtown Chapel
Speaker— Rev. Jim Whitley
Note Burning at Harris
Following the service

Spencer Ray received his Doctorate degree from
Midwestern Seminary. Dr. Ray is pastor at
Gallatin First Baptist Church, and his wife is Mi-
chelle.

April Monthly BSU Bapt. | ™
Reports Inc. Inc. SS MW | EW | DT |WMU | Men | awana | Bapt. | other
Alpha $ 212.36 16 21 15
Edinburg $ 646.04| $ 38.00 50 83 49 9 9 22 3
Gallatin $ 753.89] $ 50.00| 97 121 | 49 60
Galt $ 144000 $ 25.00| 25 37 6
Jameson 7 9
Jamesport | $ 50.00 39 61 17 1
Laredo $ 181.13] $ 50.00
Lineville $ 282.06| $ 56.41 23 30 21 2
M. Valley $ 6366 $ 25.00| 15 18
Mercer $ 377.000 $ 25.00| 36 66 28 7 4 3
Modena $ 131.34 7 15 13
Princeton $1,140.77| $ 50.00 | 154 236 77 | 45 25 199 8
Providence] $ 79.90] $ 80.00 7 9
Ravanna $ 186.32 11 10 9 14
RuralDale | $ 849.30] $ 50.00 3
Salem $ 88.99 26 33 12
Shelburne $ 680.10] $ 50.00 | 37 45 25 | 25 6
Spickard $ 49.00 10 17
Tenth St. $ 825.48| $ 137.58 | 80 160 |112 | 25 2 45 2
Trenton FB| $1,672.91] $ 278.82 | 128 190 39 70
Union $ 358.96] $ 100.00 75 124 40 73 6 6
Total $8,773.21| $1,015.81 | 843 1285 |506 |[182 61 19 396 19 3
Chilli, FBC $ 50.00 Beginning Balance $16,961.11
MBC $ 400.00 Income $27,616.06
Total $44,577.17
Seminary Checking $585.19 _ Expenses $$18,435.20
Seminary Savings $2.020.01 Ending Balance $26,141.97
Benevolent Savings $1,124.25 o Line Items in General Checking
Beginning Balance $21,621.43
BSU- April- Income to Expense BSU Account $1,260.03
Income- (Includes El Sal.) $6,662.81 . El Salvador $1,383.46
Expenses $5.326.80 | Designated $4,724.97
Difference $1.336.01 General Fund $14,252.97
Building Donations $1,593.24 NGR- October-April- Income to Expense
Belarus Donations $2,979.00 | |Income $111,773.55
Expenses $97,674.66
Difference $14,098.89




Sunday, June 1, we will have our
Biker Sunday & Fish Fry after Morning Worship.
For Evening Service at 7:00 pm, we will have a
concert featuring the “Headin” Home Quartet,”
who will be bringing us some wonderful Southern
Gospel Music. Everyone is invited!

In May we held our Awana Sunday and finished
up the year with an average of 199. We also had
a time of farewell for the Parrott Family who are
moving. The Parrott’'s have been a great blessing
to our church and will be missed, but we trust the
Lord to fill in the gap. We are gearing up for VBS
July 13 — 17 and praying to the Lord of harvest for
workers and that the children will be blessed by
the Gospel. God is Good!

April....Brother Steve and Peggy, hosted
a cowboy night, and supper with all the fixen's.
Our church decorator, Connie Crawford, turned
our recreation area into a wild west theme, com-
plete with a jail and cell door with bars, made by
Brother Steve. Many of us were arrested ,and
thrown in jail during the evening by the posse of
children, and we had to be bailed out, with the
proceeds going to support our VBS this July. It
was great fun and good food. On April 6th the
BSU students ,along with Diann Barnes came,
and shared their testimonies and information on
their upcoming trip to El Salvador. On April 6th
we held the worship service at SunnyView Nurs-
ing Home. On April 7th several from our church
attended the VBS clinic, held at First Church. Our
member Tiffany Crawford, led one of the classes
at the clinic. We took part in Daffodil Sunday,
honoring our cancer survivors and those that
have gone to be with our Lord, always a moving
experience. April 23rd we helped serve the BSU
luncheon along with Modena and Spickard Bap-
tist churches. For Mother’s Day the men prepared
and served a continental breakfast to the women
of the church and flowers were then given to all
the mothers. We honored our graduate with a
card shower and gift certificate. In June the
women of the church will be preparing a breakfast
for the men, in honor of Fathers day.

We had a great Mother's Day.
Hope everyone else did also. We are planning
a great summer with VBS and other activities.
God’'s Team is going very well, kids are learn-
ing memory verses and songs.

We want to congratulate our Pastor Earl on
receiving the Master's Degree from Pillsbury
College.

We will be having our Home-
coming which we call “June Sunday” on June
8th. Randy Cox will be speaking during the
morning service. There will be a carry in dinner
following the morning service. Following the
dinner will be a time of reminiscing with
Claude Eckert as the MC. There will be a time
of testimonies and members or former church
members will be providing music specials. You
are welcome to come and join us.

April and May have been spe-
cial for our children and youth. April 6th was
Awana Sunday with the children sharing during
the Worship service. A dinner followed at noon
with kite flying following. April 30th was family
night for Awanas with a pizza party and awards
presented. May 4th was our Sonshine Day
Center preschool graduation with 17 four year
olds and 12 three year olds receiving certifi-
cates. The young adult Sunday School classes
hosted a hog roast at noon. May 18th we hon-
ored our high school graduates during the
morning worship service. Each graduate
shared their thoughts about their future plans.
Our Youth pastor presented each one with the
book “Purpose Driven Life for the Graduate”.
On Sunday evening June 1st our Sunday
School will have a Summer Kick Off at 6:00
pm with an all church Hot Dog Roast. On May
25th the senior adults will have a Mother-
daughter tea at 3:00 pm. The Senior Adults are
planning on taking a trip to Branson to see
“Noah”. On June 29th will be Senior Adult
Sunday. World Changers will arrive June 21
and leave June 28
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As | make this report, I'm also trying to pack all my stuff into 1 check-in bag and 1 carry-on bag for
the El Salvador trip this coming Saturday, May 17. Many of you will only get to read this after our re-
turn, but | want you to rejoice with us anyway, for ONLY GOD could do this.

The final consensus of contributions for the El Salvador student trip is as follows:

Contributions by churches/individuals (this does not include payments made by Jenni Peck,
Bethany Honick, Dan Wilford, and Diann Barnes. It does include a donation by Christabel's KC home
church to Christabel for trip expense.)

Contributed : $7,547.16 (at least 4 churches/Individuals from outside Assoc. participated.)
Subtract Expenses $2,627.90 (airline tickets for 3 students + travel Ins., and designated
contributions for resource materials)
Money for trip : $4,919.26 (each team member will receive $200 personal expense money.
Remaining amount will be used to cover expenses while in El Salvador)

Starting March 9, members from the team spoke in 17 worship services over 9 weeks. This included
2 churches outside the association. The team received a considerable donation from the Christian
Church in Princeton, with their stipulation to distribute equally to each team member for their per-
sonal expenses. Approximately $850 was contributed, during the May 5th BBQ, hosted by Coon
Creek Baptist Men on 10" Street Baptist property. The pork was donated by PSF, thru the assis-
tance of Deryl Neffin and EJ Barnes. Other food and supplies were donated by many churches and
individuals to bring the actual expense of the BBQ down to a minimum. If | tried to list everyone in-
volved in this Saturday BBQ, | know for sure | would miss someone, SOOO, | will simply say a big
huge THANK YOU to all who participated.

Because of your obedience to the Lord, the trip is fully paid for and there is a possibility that there will
be a reserve after expenses and monetary gifts for local believers are paid in El Salvador. If this
should occur, Dan and | both agreed that this reserve will be returned and earmarked for students
and future evangelistic mission work, since it was given in good faith to be used by students for
evangelistic mission work.

When God told me to pursue this project last November, | asked him, “How will this be possible?” His
response was, “Trust ME!" | should have remembered then, that with God and evangelistic mission
minded people and churches anything is possible. (Well, Diann, don’t you remember Luke 1:377)

| heard a speaker say one time, “God is a God of BAD ODDS. He is just waiting to show up and
show off.... Well He certainly showed up and showed off this time.

For HIS GLORY ONLY,

BSU/CSM Dir.
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Several GA’s and their leaders from Laredo attended the GA retreat at Grand Oaks in
April . Way to Go! If other’s got to go I'm not aware of it, but | hope they did.

We'll hear from those who attended M-Counter in the future, but hopefully in June we
can complete our Prayerwalking of most of the businesses in Trenton.

Prior to the May Luncheon we prayerwalked the uptown area. After lunch Hilka Rose
led the devotional time and the prayer time for our missionaries with birthdays and
local prayer concerns. We also discussed the five tasks of WMU and shared ideas for involving
young women in WOM. If any of you would like copies of that information please contact me.

Ladies World Crafts has some items on sale for 75% off. Go to the WMU websites (See Mosaic for
the website) The sale only lasts until July 21st.

If any of you have the opportunity to be involved in the Roadside Ministry for July 4th or Labor Day |
would urge you to do so. What a ministry. You may even meet someone from another country.
We did.

June 17th again we’ll meet at the Mission Center at 10:30 am to prayerwalk the eastern part of 9th
St., the Williams Shopping Center, the Eastside Shopping area and the Pamida/Orscheln busi-
nesses. Come join us. A carry in luncheon afterwards at the Mission Center.

Hopefully in July we can hear from those who attended M-Counter and fill gift bags for inmates.

Hope to see many of you in June, but | know this is a busy time with VBS, World Changers and
everything else.

May God be glorified in all we do.
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June 21-27

June 3 is the meeting for those churches that
are feeding crews, Trenton First Baptist at
7:00 p.m.

Join the World Changers for their nightly Wor-
ship Service at 7:00 pm, a blessing you will

. |
not want to miss.
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On Sunday, April 20,

FROM THE

CHURCH) Children’s Church held their two

year anniversary party in the fellow-
ship hall during our regular ser-
% vices. The congregation was ac-
- knowledged and thanked for their
J#2==, help and support of the children. It

was noted that on April 2, 2006
Children’s Church was started with nine in atten-
dance and on March 16, 2008 there were forty in
attendance. A sack lunch, tea and kool-aid was
served by the children. There were fifty eight in
attendance.

On Sunday, May 4th, one of the children that had
come forward was baptized.

We are making plans for our Vacation Bible
School which will be held June 1st—June 6th.

The month of May has been a busy one at
Galt. Our regular monthly dinner was held at the
home of Larry and Carol Cook’s home at Hum-
phrey's. We had a BBQ, then the afternoon was
spent fishing, playing games and being enter-
tained by their mules!

Our ladies Bible study continues to grow. We
now have several from the Humphreys area.

Our Mother’'s were honored May 11th, with a gift
from the church. The graduates were honored on
May 18th.

In April, our church began having a
“theme” fellowship dinner once per month.

Several of our members met at Jamesport City
Hall at 12:15 for the National Day of Prayer on
May 1st.

Revival was held from May 11-16 with Dr. Tony
Preston as evangelist and the Veatch family as
music leaders.

The Men’'s Prayer Breakfast was held at our
church on May 17th.

On April 30, Jon Jamison, a mission-
ary in Des Moines, came and told the church
about the inner city work that they do. We had a
wonderful time of fellowship and were blessed to
be able to give food and hygiene items to help
support the work God is doing there.

We also hosted the Revival Fire meeting for May.
It was a great blessing to join together with others
from the association for a time of worship. Bro.
Guy gave a wonderfully uplifting and motivating
message.

On May 10th, the church hosted a Mother’s Day,
Mother-Daughter Tea. There was a good turn out
of 31 women. Some of the women got to get in-
volved by doing hand bells. The Veatch women
also came and shared in a song and testimony.

! Mother’s Day services at the
Chapel at Newtown featured a tribute to mother-
hood and presentation of a single red rose to
each mother present, said presentation being
made by each of their children present. The ser-
vices were well attended and were well received
by those present.

On May 25, Memorial Day, we had a tribute to
our men and women in uniform. Our son-in-law,
David Maxfield, has recently returned from his
second tour of duty in Irag. He shared with us his
views on why we are there, how well we are do-
ing and presenting his own personal testimony of
Christian Faith.

At present we are having Sunday evening ser-
vices at our home in Humphreys rather than the
Ministry Center in Harris. We plan to begin a se-
ries of youth Bible studies in conjunction with bas-
ketball practice at the facility in Harris in mid-
June.

On Saturday, May 31, there will have been an
area-wide prayer meeting hosted by the Galt
Baptist Church. This meeting is a crucial step to-
ward the development of increased ministry in the
Osgood and Humphreys communities.

While area churches have been recruited to
assist in sponsoring these events we wish to
encourage all who are concerned for the eternal
salvation of lost people in this area to come and
join us in our second area-wide prayer meeting
on July 19, praying for the conversion of all
those in the Humphreys and Osgood communi-
ties who are without knowledge of the savior.

Future activities include the following:

June 14 — Wiener Roast (6:00 pm.) Movie
“Facing the Giants” (7:00 p.m.) at the grade
school gymnasium in Humphreys.

July 7-11 — Vacation Bible School — New-
town/Harris 9-12 a.m. at Ministry Center in Har-
ris -- Osgood/Humphreys 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at
our residence in Humphreys.

July 19 — Area-wide prayer meeting Rural
Dale Baptist Church at 7:00 p.m.

August 22, 23, 24 — Area-wide Evangelistic
Crusade at the Community Center in Hum-
phreys 7:00 p.m. Allen Reger — Evangelist —
E.J. and Diann Barnes Worship leaders, Pre-
session music by local music groups.

Each evening of Revival brought spe-
cial blessings and attendance was very
good. Several young people made decisions
for Christ and 3 have already followed the Lord
as an act of obedience in Scriptural Baptism.

A big thank you to everyone who helped make
the Mother-Daughter Salad Supper on May 9™
such a special evening. At last count there
were 57 that turned out for the fun-filled eve-
ning. We were blessed with such wonderful
and talented entertainment which began with
Loretta Speck playing the mandolin and singing,
followed by a song from Lucas Gilliland, accom-
panied by Isaiah Miller on the guitar, and last,
but not least, Heather Germann touched us with
her talent as she sang several songs of
praise. We enjoyed a wide variety of salads
and desserts and the fellowship was wonder-
full I'm already looking forward to next year!

Andrew Stevens, a talented pianist from Cowgill,
Missouri, performed during the morning worship
service on Sunday, May 18". Andrew will be using
his musical talents to share the Good News of Je-
sus Christ while he is on a mission trip to Romania
in July.

Following our monthly fellowship dinner, several
from Mercer Baptist attended the Revival Fires
Rally at Lineville Baptist on May 4". Guy Olin Tho-
mas delivered a riveting sermon that fanned the
flames of the Revival Fires!

May 31° we are meeting at Connie and Johnnie
Owens home for a wiener roast. It is sure to be a
good time as God’s people join together in fellow-
ship.

The WMU ladies are planning to attend the Susie
Luchsinger concert in Centerville on June 19™.
Susie is a Christian entertainer and Reba Mclntire’s
sister. She will be performing at the Centerville
High School Auditorium at 7:30p.m.

The Acteen’s held a movie night last month. It was
very well attended by many junior high and high
school students. The Lineville Assembly of God
Youth joined us. We met and played games while
waiting on the pizza, then ate pizza and watched
the movie "Facing the Giants". We divided into
discussion groups afterward. The movie has a
strong Biblical lesson in faith. If you haven't had a
chance to see it, | would highly recommend it. A
thought to leave you with this month...What you do
will not change what you believe; but what you be-
lieve will change what you do....

During the morning Worship Service- Rev. Jean
Osborn will be preaching and also dedicating the
Ministry Center at Harris and the basketball court.
The note burning will be immediately following
the Revival Fires Rally services at Newtown in
the afternoon. Refreshments will be served -- this
will be a brief service. Hopefully you will be able
to participate in this service.
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and 5th. The churches that are to help that
weekend are: Gallatin, Jamesport, Rural Dale,
Salem, Shelburne, Spickard and Providence.
These churches will also need to help by
sending items such as homemade cookies,
Little Debbie cakes, chips, fruit snacks or bot-
tled water, or soda.

The “Bookstore” is a ministry of North Grand River Baptist Association. The purpose of the Bookstore
is to provide Christian resources for individual growth, church supplies, encouragement and ministry at

discounted prices.

It is a blessing when people come into the Bookstore and you can share the gos-

pel. If you do not find what you need at the Bookstore, we can check into ordering it.

Father's Day Gifts

co'S
gyp’'s
gards
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April 2008 - SPARROW MINISTRY

P.O. Box 457 Trenton, Mo. 646683 Phone 660-359-3467
E-mail earlnance@sbcglobal.net

Dear Friends and Partners,

Once again, we have good news to report about the g ood news of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and the work that we have been allowed to s ee develop from the delivery of that
good news. In the month of April, there were 64 pe  ople that made public their decision to let

Jesus do a work in their lives. | will never cease to be amazed as the Holy Spirit draws peo-
ple to the saving knowledge of Jesus, after the pre  aching of the Word, and an invitation to
act on what they have heard, is given. It is truly a joy to me that the Lord has allowed me to
be a spokesperson for His love, mercy, grace, and f  orgiving of sinners.

hile on the way home from a mis-
miles, and its continuing move toward

We had a very special blessing earlier this month w
sion. After watching the gas gauge for around 500
the E, | finally woke up and realized it was indica ting empty instead of economy. Even
though it would have been a beautiful day for a wal Kk, since there was no one with me to
walk, | pulled into a gas station in a neighboring town close to home, for a few more gallons
of gas. While at the pump, a man drove up, and als o began to get some fuel. | noticed that
he kept looking over my way, then he came over and ask me if | was a preacher. | told him,
yes, | do some of that, and in fact | was just retu  rning home from a mission where | had just
spoke. He then said, that's it, | met you in a miss ion in another state about three months
ago, where | had went because of something | had do  ne that caused me to have to leave my
wife and children. At the close of the evening cha  pel service where you were the speaker, |
rededicated my life to the Lord, asking Jesus to fo rgive me.

He said, | then talked to you about the separation
to contact my wife, and attempt to make restitution
phone, but | was afraid to. You encouraged me not
few days later | did. The end of the story is what is fulfilling, and that is that he contacted
his wife, got things straightened out, came home, ¢ ot a job, restored fellowship in the
church they attended, and hopefully will live happi ly for eternity.

from my family, and you encouraged me
, including offering to let me use your cell
to wait too long before | did, and just a

rt that these victory stories are possi-
th, will be eternally grateful for your sup-

It is because of your prayerful and financial suppo
ble. 1, as well as those who we reach with the tru
port. Thank You!

Love in Christ,



